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Anti-regime protests stabilized in Suwayda and Daraa provinces while continuing to lose 
momentum in the rest of Syria for the second consecutive week. 72 percent of the protests 
and all of the demonstrations of over 100 people between September 5 and 11 occurred in 
Suwayda Province.1 The protests in Daraa were smaller and occurred less frequently than in 
Suwayda but turnout, span, and demands remained  consistent between Friday demonstrations 
on September 1 and 8.2 The Syrian regime and Iran have deployed forces to quell protests in 
southern Syria, according to opposition media.3 ISW did not record any instances of the regime 
violently suppressing protests in southern Syria between September 5-11, however. The Syrian 
regime has continued restricting transportation to city centers in Suwayda and Homs on Fridays 
to limit the size and occurrence of the protests.4  

• The turnout of about four thousand demonstrators on Friday September 8 in Suwayda 
City was the largest anti-regime gathering since the 2011 Arab Spring.5 Protest span, 
density, and frequency during the rest of the week remained constant in Suwayda 
compared to last week, however.6 Suwayda protest banners demand a United Nations 
facilitated political solution in Syria and emphasized the movement’s non-violent 
approach.7 Druze symbols and religious leaders have also remained central to Suwayda 
demonstrations, while pan-Syrian revolutionary symbols have declined.8 

• Protesters in Daraa Province turned out in small groups in nine locations on September 
8 compared to in ten locations on September 1.9 Demonstrators from Daraa Province 
attended the Suwayda Friday protest for the first time on September 8, which indicates 
the centrality of Suwayda to the protest movement.10 Demonstrators may have held anti-
regime protests in Idlib on September 8 in support of Suwayda.11  The Syrian diaspora 
held demonstrations supporting Suwayda in several European cities as well.12  

• Syrian regime intelligence services increased their presence and blocked roads in Homs 
City on Friday September 8 to discourage demonstrations.13 Iran redeployed forces and 
military equipment from eastern Syria to southern Syria on September 4.14 The Islamic 
Revolutionary Guards Corps sent over 60 Iranian-backed militants to Daraa Province in 
cooperation with the 4th Division to stoke instability and blame ISIS. 15 
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The number of anti-regime protests in Syria declined for the second consecutive week. Suwayda province remains the heart of the 
protest movement and demonstrators there are holding protests daily.
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