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Anti-regime protests stabilized in Suwayda and Daraa provinces while continuing to lose
momentum in the rest of Syria for the second consecutive week. 72 percent of the protests
and all of the demonstrations of over 100 people between September 5 and 11 occurred in
Suwayda Province.! The protests in Daraa were smaller and occurred less frequently than in
Suwayda but turnout, span, and demands remained consistent between Friday demonstrations
on September 1 and 8.2 The Syrian regime and Iran have deployed forces to quell protests in
southern Syria, according to opposition media.® ISW did not record any instances of the regime
violently suppressing protests in southern Syria between September 5-11, however. The Syrian
regime has continued restricting transportation to city centers in Suwayda and Homs on Fridays
to limit the size and occurrence of the protests.*

e The turnout of about four thousand demonstrators on Friday September 8 in Suwayda
City was the largest anti-regime gathering since the 2011 Arab Spring.® Protest span,
density, and frequency during the rest of the week remained constant in Suwayda
compared to last week, however.® Suwayda protest banners demand a United Nations
facilitated political solution in Syria and emphasized the movement’s non-violent
approach.’” Druze symbols and religious leaders have also remained central to Suwayda
demonstrations, while pan-Syrian revolutionary symbols have declined.®

e Protesters in Daraa Province turned out in small groups in nine locations on September
8 compared to in ten locations on September 1.° Demonstrators from Daraa Province
attended the Suwayda Friday protest for the first time on September 8, which indicates
the centrality of Suwayda to the protest movement.'®° Demonstrators may have held anti-
regime protests in Idlib on September 8 in support of Suwayda.’* The Syrian diaspora
held demonstrations supporting Suwayda in several European cities as well.*?

e Syrian regime intelligence services increased their presence and blocked roads in Homs
City on Friday September 8 to discourage demonstrations.*® Iran redeployed forces and
military equipment from eastern Syria to southern Syria on September 4.* The Islamic
Revolutionary Guards Corps sent over 60 Iranian-backed militants to Daraa Province in
cooperation with the 4th Division to stoke instability and blame 1SIS. *°
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The number of anti-regime protests in Syria declined for the second consecutive week. Suwayda province remains the heart of the
protest movement and demonstrators there are holding protests daily.
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Endnotes

1 https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?ref=watch_permalink&v=165501466592854 ;
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1236460403693611 ; https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=266123239617951 ;
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1084538919592088 ; https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1305646926744877 ;
https://www.facebook.com/alraased/posts/pfbid0GmJfngg5Uzo87aUEZHEPhn5JSfWyDbVadRfQ2Y FsHWMKkWmCRDc2XCZJIBe4F
vClpdl ; https://lwww.facebook.com/watch/?v=845823080088912 ; https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=559612129590701 ;
https://www.facebook.com/Suwayda24/posts/pfbid02jU88znz5YdrGY1ZVNTmIi9rEzpHRq5Rc7bxpvb7WxjFaUte29NZTHhWDnN7sTd
mLT9l ; https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=999116251370215 ; https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1014069249615634

2 https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=645791514194103 ; https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1554475058415804 ;
https://www.syriahr.com/%d8%af%d8%hb9%d9%85%d8%a7-
%d9%84%d9%84%d8%b3%d9%88%d9%8a%d8%af%d8%a7%d8%al-%d8%a3%d8%a8%d9%86%d8%a7%d8%al-
%d8%af%d8%b1%d8%b9%d8%a7-%d9%8a%d8%ae%d8%hb1%d8%ac%d9%88%d9%86-%d9%81%d9%8a-
%d9%85%d8%b8%d8%a7/678107/ ; https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1221396968535168 ;
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=1696520634145495 ;

https://www.facebook.com/HoranFreeMedia/posts/pfbid0209dQ5JaAzY JzAAYK1P3Tv3CjgmVyoUdjJTbkmp3AuRDe5794CWcHvBK
x7zdp7cedl ;
https://www.facebook.com/Suwayda24/posts/pfbid02Rd8jW43dUWmjBmg6q8anvAe2hfRALIUWWT7QTPnGkh6cA7ffWAMavKxnzvd
jknmDLI ; https://t.me/HoranFreeMedia/16849 ; https://orient-news dot net/ar/news_show/205345 ;
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-
aV6xKQVKLA&ab_channel=%D8%AA%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A3%D8%AD%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%AD%D9
%88%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86

3 https://deirezzor24 dot net/en/the-iranian-revolutionary-guard-militia-relocates-a-huge-number-of-its-elements-outside-deir-ezzor/ ;
https://eyeofeuphrates dot com/ar/news/2023/09/07/9616

4 https://www.syriahr.com/%d8%aa%d8%ae%d9%88%d9%81%d8%a7-%d9%85%d9%86-%d8%a3%d9%8a-
%d8%ad%d8%b1%d8%a7%d9%83-%d8%b4%d8%hb9%d8%a8%d9%8a-%d8%a3%d8%hb3%d9%88%d8%a9%d9%8b-
%d8%a8%d8%a8%d8%h9%d8%h6-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%af%d9%86-%d8%a7/678091/ ; https://suwayda24 dot
com/?p=21815&fbclid=IwWAROtNUUODZE7Sgk1jdCtvKTzZVRQKkWW_NWNR10u8SafwAL9H1rinE8SLF7-5w

5
https://www.facebook.com/Suwayda24/posts/pfbid0C964Epjxee22NRKITY7Lb1mghTbBDptMWs3KpTLTcCrchb6E3jHtBQXDtQbLuw
BSfl?__cft_ [0]=AZWBQ729PXI-23zL9hJB_0Sae4002TRaJgJaHXcUAzSVw4nKephrogcSkboeluKPSypx8jY -
LMUXSta6FdEVIMGj65L26lapVI620p2c0luiuvPni0ZvNg4000nQrsdXwba5VgKZ_HehS6MXRPyjxBYI1&__tn_ =%2CO0%2CP-R ;
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?ref=watch_permalink&v=206924978854665 ; https://www.syriahr.com/%d9%81%d9%8a-
%d9%85%d8%b8%d8%a7%d9%87%d8%b1%d8%a9-%d9%87%d9%8a-%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%a3%d9%83%d8%a8%d8%b1-
%d9%85%d9%86%d8%b0-%d8%a7%d9%86%d8%hb7%d9%84%d8%a7%d9%82-
%d8%a7%d9%84%d8%ad%d8%hb1%d8%a7%d9%83-%d8%a7/678087/ ; https://suwayda24 dot com/?p=21809

6 ISW data available on request.
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https://www.facebook.com/alraased/posts/pfhid02htPGg9AngSy2Y 2gzA5phij2VhVPQGZdKcubCG7SdYmGVrM6HhHtITD1RNeadzE
Garl ;

https://www.facebook.com/Suwayda24/posts/pfbidODVHG 1uMXdxzgdoqtkxmWRHNpBV2d9Q15esC9hf1zxfODK51aDDpYkBosNT3v
HyRvI?__cft_ [0]=AZUfUlYje3Coeh3zaBUcyIXI4AMEQrrmAOvi7X-
1zkjjO3V2gnT8bHhFXxQm|jI3AefOMGnUVLZrM516KUgDLpap_OMXF9IZ3D2G5WJSZM011RqIMty7pw3vDoCKQgeT-
fBrruqo0g76Y0PDX0B-j4xz8J25zi0nzq7Kw1-8Hc1bhRdsX7_wvHYT7UvgKaifubeFKA& tn_ =%2C0%2CP-R

8
https://www.facebook.com/Suwayda24/posts/pfbid02cVPctUIDAuzxWcqWkWa5DZugX4YZWGaLCy4sSUeHoTPY X5X8RH3TKTy7
rPWtwWJITNI?__ cft_ [0]=AZWV-AITcpmH2TH8SVIiDAdLI60659Cvul2kA6igzGCiCea-
wusG9B_Zgh5V5LV3MBUNuyV8hVvh3eQoe_34WWp4PPmR6747T0UfueS5CUS3ouYi-
69DQiaQ8gSWdeE0OOehWc_TFsV_rb7jw-
8lhUpWfLpRIVkgaeKoYHrbCfQ9VsNexWwDqfVzOI4HXQO_W2Kg&_ tn_ =%2C0%2CP-R ;
https://www.facebook.com/Suwayda24/posts/pfbid02GfBzdD4wRK7gxqUaNUxPw7bfGxk8wBFSumZ1tdMNXUKKxY9u8cuuwjM35Tz
6b1VRI

9 ISW data available on request.

10
https://www.facebook.com/HoranFreeMedia/posts/pfbidOHTAfx3nvBLkwkSdr2UUmXnaiyDjkc3znYF9ueZXJ6Z21761b249WY9buS5R
XHrUtdI?__cft_ [0]=AZXNb1gi3tzMJIrywFndiSblX-atDcaflCqn_mPSzzgeahoHV40MXNsdJfyDg8CQI8KSWIS3wng2fJQU3SgC-Zg-
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Syria Protest Update, September 5—September 11

AogflIHN3Yp8AV_Ts_51c_wFOGayR6FhfxbuXs6ctX45nkYgyzjRHW1ukV_ihAPYi24q8Pe4XewcShIXgH4_uzZykKQ-
ZrY1JUOend3UPzIN_c&__tn_ =%2C0%2CP-R

11 https://www.syriahr.com/en/310039/

12
https://www.facebook.com/alraased/posts/pfbidOxSuk91GKEPRXscw6A0Ur6q7R2ESYi93zTZLFqGmtfNnDyY5J6PYB58aAMMEQ6z
EJI?__cft__[0]=AZUAWQQhSnkOp8g_jP42p4EY5ZL2KcCHbB8THIbKWOazxbCSXE7CTalkKNh8m1tadSZBdSOU7K_LLQZWSs1rW
tHPYZzRjSDMVylclcZ3MhGecSXzmThxJewaQ9d4V1zSzJI3mUvIKbQg-
FbgdYmX4HBaKBObyz4SMMZ2UYOTeOv2BmLREEsg1V38GjpK-ODVOJvaW9A&__ tn_ =%2C0%2CP-R ;
https://twitter.com/syr_television/status/1701294539665793044

13 https://www.syriahr.com/%d8%aa%d8%ae%d9%88%d9%81%d8%a7-%d9%85%d9%86-%d8%a3%d9%8a-
%d8%ad%d8%b1%d8%a7%d9%83-%d8%hb4%d8%hb9%d8%a8%d9%8a-%d8%a3%d8%b3%d9%88%d8%a9%d9%8b-
%d8%a8%d8%a8%d8%b9%d8%b6-%d8%a7%d9%84%d9%85%d8%af%d9%86-%d8%a7/678091/

14 https://deirezzor24 dot net/en/the-iranian-revolutionary-guard-militia-relocates-a-huge-number-of-its-elements-outside-deir-ezzor/

15 https://eyeofeuphrates dot com/ar/news/2023/09/07/9616
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