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"Continued violat ions by both 
pro- regim e and opposit ion fact ions 
have fueled the largest outbreak of 
violence in nor thern Syr ia since the 

[ceasefire]  agreem ent. ?
Christopher Kozak

?In the m ost dangerous 
scenar io, the I raqi 
governm ent could 

collapse."

In the News

Patrick Martin
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H arleen Gam bhir
Non- Resident 

Counter-terrorism Fellow
4/5/2016

"'ISIS is a hybr idized force."
4/10/2016

"'Not a death 
blow to 
[ ISIS] ."

4/13/2016

?[ISIS] could claim  it  
was the leader of Sunni 

against Western 
aggression in Syr ia, 

which proved to be an 
incredibly 

useful recruit ing tool.? 

Genevieve Casagrande
Syria Analyst*

*And primary airstrikes map creator 4/11/2016

4/5/2016

?We need to look to places 
l ike Aleppo in order to see 

how ISIS is pr ior it izing key 
ter rain.? 

" Jahbat al-Nusra is eat ing 
away at these m oderate 

groups... I t?s only going to 
fuel fur ther radicalizat ion and 
the spectrum  is going to star t 

inching far ther and far ther 
toward Salaafi- j ihadi groups."  

"T hese types of m il i tary assets 
aren?t necessar i ly used, you 
don?t actually need them  to 

fight ISIS."
4/21/2016

                       Apr i l 2016

In the News
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Chr istopher Kozak
Syria Analyst

"A num ber of signs, including a 
higher concentrat ion of air str ikes, the 

m ovem ent of Russian ar t i l lery 
suppor t for regim e forces, and a 

var iety of skirm ishes near a 3- to-4 
ki lom eter gap that st i l l  keeps Aleppo 
from  being besieged, all show that 

[Russian forces]  are gett ing ready to 
m ove.? 
4/29/2016

 "T hese re-deploym ents were 
enabled in par t by the 
ongoing ?cessation of 

host i l i t ies? which allowed the 
regim e and its all ies to 

withdraw troops from  its 
front- l ines with opposit ion 

groups ." 
4/4/2016

?Russia and Assad 'paint with a very broad 
brush... I f a group is working tact ically with 
Jabhat al-Nusra, or is co- located with them , 
then that group is Jabhat al-Nusra... Nusra 
wants the cease- fire to collapse. .?.?. T hey 

pitch the case to other groups that the 
regim e is st i l l  shell ing and str iking them  and 

violat ing the cease- fire all over' and then 
offer to help them  retaliate.? 

4/27/2016

"T he regim e and its 
all ies wil l act within 
the com ing weeks to 
encircle and besiege 

Aleppo cit y." 

4/29/2016

"Continued violat ions by 
both pro- regim e and 

opposit ion fact ions have 
fueled the largest outbreak 

of violence in nor thern Syr ia 
since the [ceasefire]  

agreem ent. ? 
4/12/2016

                       Apr i l 2016

In the News

http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/christopher-kozak
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Chr istopher H arm er
Non-Resident

Senior Naval Analyst

?"For a given populat ion of pi lots ?  aviators... 
the less they fly, the less training m issions they 
get, the less training the aviat ion m aintenance 

personnel get, the less m oney we have for spare 
par ts, the less m oney we have for training 

exercises, the higher the m ishap rate wil l be if 
everything else is held constant.? 

Marine Corps Times

4/26/2016

 ?I f the Syr ian (arm y) 
is successful in 
Aleppo, there?s 

nowhere left  for the 
m oderate opposit ion 

to regenerate.? 
4/21/2016

The San Diego Union Tribune

4/1/2016

? H ow do you 
com pound 

chem icals so 
they aren't  as 
detectable?? 

4/2/2016

?To defeat ISIS in Raqqa 
and M osul, there needs to 
be a ground force that has 

integrated close air 
suppor t on request, along 
with integrated electronic 
and hum an intell igence 
enabling t im e sensit ive 

str ikes."
4/25/2016

?I t?s clear that the U.S. 
m il i tary, especially the 
M ar ines, are going to 
get drawn m ore and 
m ore into a com bat 

m ission.? 

 ? T he Syr ian strategy of ki l l ing or depopulat ing  
civi l ians has been relat ively effect ive at preserving 

the Assad regim e and gradually attr i t ing and 
degrading the hum an and geographical ter rain 

controlled by the rebels.? 

4/28/2016

?Anything you can do to 
force the Syr ian Air Force 
higher is going to be good 

for the rebels.? 
4/20/2016
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In the News
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Jennifer Cafarella
Syria Analyst

Evans Hanson Fellow

?[Al Qaeda is} posit ioning 
itself as an inextr icable 

presence able to pursue its 
long- term  vision of a 

global caliphate with local 
suppor t and legit im acy ? 

som ething ISIS hasn?t 
been able to do.? 

4/23/2016

"Kurdish forces 
ult im ately want an 

autonom ous region of 
their own within Syr ia, a 

goal that m any Sunni 
Arabs do not suppor t."

4/25/2016

Patr ick M art in 
Iraq Analyst

4/10/2016

 "A recent spate of spectacular 
suicide-attacks by IS in the 

south suggests that i ts strategy 
is now to destabil ise I raq?s 

southern provinces."
4/16/2016

"In the m ost dangerous scenar io, the I raqi 
governm ent could collapse and set off a 

chain of events that leads to the select ion of 
a pro- I ranian pr im e m inister." 

4/18/2016

?T here is an 
issue with [ ISF] 

engaging in 
m ult iple 
fronts."

4/13/2016

?T hese shor tcom ings 
underline the need for the 

U.S. to offer increased 
suppor t to the [ I raqi forces]  

in larger increm ents if 
[ they are]  to m ake any 

substantial progress 
towards M osul.? 

                       Apr i l 2016

In the News

http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/jennifer-cafarella-0
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http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/jennifer-cafarella-0
http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/jennifer-cafarella-0
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"T he attacks are 
'pr im ar i ly aim ed at 

hard targets in order to 
ar rest the ISF's (I raqi 

Secur it y Forces) 
forward progress and to 

force a contract ion of 
secur it y forces towards 

Baghdad and central 
I raq.'"

Patr ick M art in and ISW I raq T eam

Rudaw

4/5/2016

"ISIS conducted a wave of 
explosive attacks across I raq 

aim ed at disrupting the 
forward operat ions of the 

I raqi Secur it y Forces.? 
ISW I raq Team

The Washington Times

4/6/2016

"T he proposal would provide necessary 
assistance for the ground offensive while 
dem onstrat ing U.S. suppor t for the I raqi 

Secur it y Forces and the I raqi 
governm ent, though these addit ions m ay 
not be significant enough factors to m ake 

up for the l im ited num ber of ISF  
m em bers cur rently engaged in 

operat ions."

Patr ick M art in and ISW I raq Team

Radio Free Europe Radio Liberty

4/15/2016

BBC 

4/8/2016

Washington Post|  Foreign Policy

4/16/2016|  4/19/2016
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M ore of ISW in the N ews
National Geographic    BBC News    The Washington Times    Breitbart    New York Times

4/8/2016           4/8/2016            4/12/2016            4/12/2016          4/21/2016

Reuters

4/11/2016

The Economist 

4/15/2016

?T he current polit ical 
cr isis threatens the 

stabil i t y of I raq in an 
unprecedented m anner, 
and the cr isis could see 

the governm ent 
collapse.? 

ISW I raq T eam

International Business Times

4/22/2016

 ?M ost Syr ian opposit ion groups 
cooperate closely with Syr ian al-Qaeda 
affi l iate Jabhat al-Nusra out of m il i tary 
necessit y; these groups would in m any 
cases succum b to the Syr ian regim e or 

[ ISIS]  without Jabhat al-Nusra?s suppor t. 
"

Jennifer Cafarella and Genevieve 
Casagrande

Hurriyet Daily News

4/12/2016

                       Apr i l 2016

In the News

Compiled by Shirley Keating
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