ISIS’s Regional Campaign: Ramadan 2016
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ISIS pursued its regional and global objectives through multiple large-scale attacks during its Ramadan campaign from June 5 to July 5 despite continued losses in its core terrain in Iraq and Syria. ISIS surged activity during the last week of Ramadan, including attacks in Istanbul, Baghdad, Dhaka, and across Saudi Arabia.
ISIS has expanded its global reach since its Ramadan campaign last year, which was the last time it executed a global wave of attacks of similar magnitude. ISIS-linked arrests in Tunisia, Kuwait, Iran, and India over Ramadan highlight the group’s growing support network and capabilities outside of its wilayats. ISIS also contin-
ued efforts to expand the borders of its caliphate to the edges of the non-Muslim world through increased activity in South and Southeast Asia. It received pledges of allegiance from groups in the Philippines on June 21 and carried out its first complex attack in Bangladesh on July 1. ISIS will likely declare wilayats in both
countries in the short term. ISIS executed its strategy of destabilizing regional power centers that threaten its core terrain through coordinated attacks in Turkey on June 28 and Saudi Arabia on July 4. It also inspired attacks in the western world, including an unprecedented mass casualty attack in Orlando, Florida on June
12 and a stabbing outside Paris, France on June 13. ISIS will continue pursuing attacks against the western world in order to destabilize the West and incite a global apocalyptic war. These lines of effort are separate from its objective to retain territorial control in Iraq and Syria, and ISIS will continue expanding globally unless

also contained outside OfitS core terrain. This map draws upon sourcing and analysis provided by our partners at
the Critical Threats Project at the American Enterprise Institute.

To view the extended captions for this map, please visit http://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/isis-global-strategy-june-2016
This map depicts countries in which ISIS-linked militants have been active over the reporting period, but does not represent all ISIS-related activity. Content and Graphic by Caitlin Forrest
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