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ISIS’s Libya Campaign: January 4-February 19, 2016

5) ISIS seized the 
village of al Buerat 
with little opposition 
on January 31.

3) Unidentified aircraft 
repeatedly struck ISIS 
positions near Sirte 
throughout January and 
February.  

6) ISIS strengthened 
defenses around Sirte 
beginning on February 
11.

7) U.S. aircraft struck a 
Tunisian  ISIS leader 
near Sabratha on 
February 19.

2) ISIS launched a spectacular 
attack on Misratan security 
forces on January 7, likely to set 
conditions to take over key 
transportation routes between 
western and central Libya.   

1) ISIS began an 
offensive to take over the 
oil fields east of Sirte on 
January 4.

4) Suspected ISIS 
militants extended the 
oil fields offensive 
eastward on January 10.
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ISIS is executing a sophisticated, multi-front campaign against Libya’s oil facilities, demonstrating the organization’s growing capability abroad. President Obama 
reportedly ruled out significant military intervention against the group as of February 18. The administration opted to continue intermittent strikes against ISIS 
leaders in Libya instead, such as the strike on an ISIS leader in western Libya on February 19. This surgical approach is unlikely to defeat the group, which maintains 
more than 5,000 fighters and is reinforced by leadership sent from Iraq and Syria. Libyan ground forces are also unlikely to expel ISIS from its areas of control. 
ISIS’s safe haven in Libya will allow it to survive even if it is defeated in Iraq and Syria.  ISIS will use its Libyan base to exacerbate regional disorder and likely to 
attack Europe. By Claire Coyne, Emily Estelle, and Harleen Gambhir

with support from Charles Cohn and Sarah Crockett


