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Andie Parry, Ashka Jhaveri, Annika Ganzeveld, and Nicholas Carl
Information Cutoff: 2:00 pm ET

The Iran Update provides insights into Iranian and Iranian-sponsored activities abroad that
undermine regional stability and threaten US forces and interests. It also covers events and trends
that affect the stability and decision-making of the Iranian regime. The Critical Threats Project
(CTP) at the American Enterprise Institute and the Institute for the Study of War (ISW) provides
these updates regularly based on regional events. Click here to see CTP and ISW’s interactive map of
Israeli ground operations. This map is updated daily alongside the static maps present in this
report. Click here to subscribe to the Iran Update.

The Axis of Resistance is the unconventional alliance that Iran has cultivated in the Middle East
since the Islamic Republic came to power in 1979. This transnational coalition is comprised of state,
semi-state, and non-state actors that cooperate with one another to secure their collective interests.
Tehran considers itself to be both part of the alliance and its leader. Iran furnishes these groups with
varying levels of financial, military, and political support in exchange for some degree of influence
or control over their actions. Some are traditional proxies that are highly responsive to Iranian
direction while others are militias over which Iran exerts more limited influence. Members of the
Axis of Resistance are united by their grand strategic objectives, which include eroding and
eventually expelling American influence from the Middle East, destroying the Israeli state, or both.
Pursuing these objectives and supporting the Axis of Resistance to those ends have become
cornerstones of Iranian regional strategy.

We do not report in detail on war crimes because these activities are well-covered in Western media
and do not directly affect the military operations we are assessing and forecasting. We utterly
condemn violations of the laws of armed conflict and the Geneva Conventions and crimes against
humanity even though we do not describe them in these reports.

CTP-ISW will publish abbreviated updates on March 30 and 31, 2024. Detailed coverage will
resume Monday, April 1, 2024

Key Takeaways:

e Northern Gaza Strip: The IDF Air Force struck Palestinian fighters and militia
infrastructure in the northern Gaza Strip.

o Southern Gaza Strip: Israeli forces continued to conduct clearing operations in western
and northern Khan Younis.

o« West Bank: Israeli forces have engaged Palestinian fighters in at least three locations in
the West Bank.

o Southern Lebanon and Golan Heights: Lebanese Hezbollah has conducted at least 11
attacks from southern Lebanon into northern Israel.

o Iraq: The Islamic Resistance in Irag—a coalition of Iranian-backed Iraqi militias—claimed
a drone attack targeting an unspecified Israeli military facility in the Golan Heights.
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Gaza Strip

Axis of Resistance objectives:
e Erode the will of the Israeli political establishment and public to sustain clearing operations
in the Gaza Strip
o Reestablish Hamas as the governing authority in the Gaza Strip

The Israel Defense Forces (IDF) Air Force struck Palestinian fighters and militia
infrastructure in the northern Gaza Strip on March 30. The IDF 215th Artillery Brigade
(162nd Division), which has been targeting Palestinian militia assets and positions in the northern
Gaza Strip, directed the airstrikes, which targeting Palestinian fighters around a military building in
an unspecified area of the northern Gaza Strip.[1]
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Israeli forces continued operating in and around al Shifa Hospital in Gaza City on
March 30. The IDF 162nd Division located militia infrastructure and unspecified weapons near the
hospital.[2] Israeli forces also engaged Palestinian fighters in the area.[3] The IDF Chief of Staff Herzi
Halevi said on March 29 that the al Shifa Hospital operation “achieved its goal” but that Israeli forces
would continue to operate there.[4] Halevi called the operation a “great achievement” for leading to
the capture and death of many senior Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad (P1J) fighters during his
visit to the al Shifa Hospital area.[5] The IDF separately announced that Israeli forces killed two
senior Hamas officials in al Shifa Hospital, who were responsible for organizing attacks targeting
Israel from the West Bank.[6] Both senior officials were released in a hostage-for-prisoner exchange
in 2011.[7]

Palestinian militias have continued attacks targeting Israeli forces around al Shifa Hospital. Hamas
targeted Israeli forces with mortars, anti-personnel explosive charges, and rocket-propelled grenades
on March 29.[8] PIJ mortared an Israeli command-and-control node on March 30.[9]

The IDF Nahal Brigade continued to conduct clearing operations in the central Gaza
Strip on March 30. The brigade directed an airstrike on a Palestinian militia squad transporting
weapons from a military building.[10] The airstrike caused several secondary explosions, indicating
that the building contained ammunition storage.[11] PIJ mortared an Israeli artillery and command-
and-control position in the eastern central governorate on March 29.[12]

Israeli forces engaged Palestinian militias in southern Gaza City on March 30. Israeli forces engaged
PIJ in Mughragqa, south of Israeli-built highway Route 749.[13] Palestinian media reported clashes
between Israeli forces and Palestinian fighters in Mughraga and Zahra on March 30.[14]

Israeli forces continued to conduct clearing operations in western and northern Khan
Younis on March 30. The IDF 98th Division targeted Palestinian fighters and militia infrastructure
in al Qarara, northern Khan Younis.[15] The IDF Givati Brigade separately destroyed a Palestinian
militia squad that attempted to target Israeli forces with an explosive device in al Amal, western Khan
Younis.[16]

Several Palestinian militias targeted Israeli forces in Khan Younis on March 30. Hamas detonated an
explosively formed penetrator targeting an Israeli tank in central Khan Younis.[17] The al Agsa
Martyrs’ Brigades, which is the self-proclaimed military wing of Fatah and aligned with Hamas in the
war, claimed that it ambushed Israeli forces in central Khan Younis.[18] The Democratic Front for the
Liberation of Palestine (DFLP), which is a leftist Palestinian militia aligned with Hamas in the war,
targeted Israeli forces operating near Nasser Hospital and central Khan Younis with multiple attack
waves.[19] Other Palestinian fighters mortared Israeli forces in Qarara, northern Khan Younis.[20]
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US and Israeli officials may discuss a possible Israeli clearing operation into Rafah in a
high-level meeting in Washington, DC, as soon as April 1, according to unspecified US
officials.[21] Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu approved plans for a clearing operation
into Rafah on March 15.[22] Axios reported on March 27 that Netanyahu is expected to send Israeli
Strategic Affairs Minister Ron Dermer and National Security Adviser Tzachi Hanegbi to Washington
for the high-level meeting with US officials.[23]

Israeli Defense Minister Yoav Gallant discussed establishing a multinational Arab
coalition to improve law and order in the Gaza Strip and escort humanitarian aid
convoys during his recent visit to Washington, DC, according to unspecified Israeli
officials.[24] Israeli officials reportedly believe that a multinational force could help establish a
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viable alternative to Hamas rule. The proposal includes an Arab force remaining in the Gaza Strip for
a “limited transition period.” The forces would be responsible for securing the temporary US pier and
distributing aid to civilians. Israeli officials have already met with prospective countries to discuss the
multinational force. An unspecified Arab official from one of the countries reportedly involved in the
plan said that Gallant misunderstood the Arab position and that the countries are not ready to send
troops into the Gaza Strip to secure aid now but that they might consider it in a post-war
scenario.[25] The Arab countries' involvement is conditional on steps toward a two-state solution
following the war. Hamas published a statement on March 30 on behalf of several Palestinian factions
rejecting the Israeli proposal to send Arab forces to manage the Gaza Strip.[26]

The United States has warned Israel that a “total breakdown of law and order” is exacerbating the
humanitarian crisis in the strip.[27] The absence of a local security force contributes to this
issue.[28] Hamas has already sought to reconstitute militarily and rebuild its governing authority in
the northern Gaza Strip after the Israeli drawdown in the strip that began in December 2023, as CTP-
ISW has previously reported.[29]

The second delivery of humanitarian aid via the maritime corridor left Cyprus for the
Gaza Strip on March 30.[30] World Central Kitchen (WCK) organized the delivery, which
includes “hundreds of tons of food.”

Palestinian militias did not conduct any indirect fire attacks from the Gaza Strip into
Israel on March 30. The IDF Air Force conducted airstrikes targeting a launch area in the Gaza
Strip following a rocket attack targeting Kissufim on March 29.[31] P1J published footage of its
fighters' firing rockets from the northern Gaza Strip targeting Sderot after the group claimed a rocket
attack on March 25.[32] Palestinian militias have launched most of their indirect fire attacks into
Israel from the northern and central Gaza Strip since January 2024.[33]

West Bank

Axis of Resistance objectives:
o Establish the West Bank as a viable front against Israel

Israeli forces have engaged Palestinian fighters in at least three locations in the West

Bank since CTP-ISW's last data cutoff on March 29.[34] The Popular Resistance Committees
reported that its fighters fired small arms targeting Homesh, north of Nablus.[35]
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Southern Lebanon and Golan Heights

Axis of Resistance objectives:

e Deter Israel from conducting a ground operation into Lebanon
e Prepare for an expanded and protracted conflict with Israel in the near term
o [Expel the United States from Syria

Lebanese Hezbollah has conducted at least 11 attacks from southern Lebanon into
northern Israel since CTP-ISW's last data cutoff on March 29.[36]
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Recorded reports of attacks; CTP-ISW cannot independently verify impact.

Iran and Axis of Resistance

The Islamic Resistance in Iraq—a coalition of Iranian-backed Iraqi militias—claimed a
drone attack targeting an unspecified Israeli military facility in the Golan Heights on

March 29.[37] Israeli officials have not commented on the attack at the time of this writing. CTP -
ISW cannot verify this claim.
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