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In the News

Art icles, quotes, and m aps l ink to or iginal post ings.

 "T he Islam ic State?s attacks prove that, despite its recent 
losses, i t  rem ains strong and capable of executing its global 

strategy to underm ine m odern states, expand as a caliphate, 
and spark an apocalypt ic war with the West. "

7/11/2016

 Jessica Lewis M cFate and Chr istoper Kozak

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-middle-east-36773195
http://www.understandingwar.org/
http://www.defensenews.com/story/war-in-syria/2016/07/20/analysts-predict-rifts-uk-turkey-relationship/87351754/
http://www.rferl.org/contentinfographics/who-controls-what-in-syria-and-iraq/27874041.html
http://foreignpolicy.com/2016/07/11/america-is-acting-locally-the-islamic-state-is-thinking-globally/
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/institute-for-the-study-of-war
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In the News
ISIS Forecast: Ramadan 2016

"ISIS uses Ramadan, ?as a justification for its attacks 
and as an occasion to reorient its strategy.? 

7/5/2016

"T his year, ISIS wil l l ikely 
take act ion to reverse ser ious 
losses in I raq and Syr ia while 
expanding its attacks against 
the non-M uslim  world in an 

attem pt to spark an 
apocalypt ic total war," 

7/5/2016

IS' leaders wil l l ikely encourage affi l iates to plan 
act ions clustered in t im e, perhaps on the anniversary 

of the caliphate declarat ion, so that they can be united 
in a com m on m essaging fram ework,"  

7/5/2016

http://www.understandingwar.org/report/isis-forecast-ramadan-2016
http://wwmt.com/news/nation-world/bloody-attacks-with-suspected-is-links-mark-end-of-ramadan
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In the News

Cait l in Forrest
Counter-terrorism 
Research Assistant

"ISIS is l ikely prepar ing to launch 
new affi l iates in Bangladesh.?

7/2/2016

 ?A peace agreem ent is unlikely, 
however, as m il i tants have steadily 
regained ter r itory since the bulk of 

U.S. forces withdrew from  
Afghanistan beginning in 2011.? 

7/16/2016

"ISIS may take advantage of a 
likely security reshuffle and 

intensify spectacular attacks in 
Turkey after a failed coup by 
military officials on July 15." 

7/16/2016

"These measures are appropriate, but insufficient to close the 
readiness gap of the (Afghan security forces) ?  or bring Taliban 

militants to the negotiating table... The next president of the United 
States will inherit a challenge in Afghanistan in January 2017, even 
with current troop levels and increased authorities for supporting 

(Afghan military) offensive missions." 
7/18/2016

http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/caitlin-forrest
http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/caitlin-forrest
http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/christopher-kozak
http://dailycaller.com/2016/07/02/isis-slaughters-20-hostages-in-bangladesh/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/07/02/isis-slaughters-20-hostages-in-bangladesh/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/07/02/isis-slaughters-20-hostages-in-bangladesh/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/07/02/isis-slaughters-20-hostages-in-bangladesh/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/07/02/isis-slaughters-20-hostages-in-bangladesh/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/07/02/isis-slaughters-20-hostages-in-bangladesh/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/07/02/isis-slaughters-20-hostages-in-bangladesh/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/07/02/isis-slaughters-20-hostages-in-bangladesh/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/07/02/isis-slaughters-20-hostages-in-bangladesh/
http://dailycaller.com/2016/07/02/isis-slaughters-20-hostages-in-bangladesh/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://dailycallernewsfoundation.org/2016/07/16/obama-vindicates-8-years-of-foreign-policy-critics-in-one-week/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2016/07/18/us-commander-progress-fighting-taliban-afghanistan/87257034/
https://www.facebook.com/InstitutefortheStudyofWar/
https://twitter.com/TheStudyofWar?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.linkedin.com/company/institute-for-the-study-of-war


UN DERSTAN DIN GWAR.ORG 5

Patr ick M art in
Iraq Analyst

                       July 2016

In the News
""Within I raq, we wil l see them  shift  m ore toward 

attacking civi l ian targets... and outside the 
country, there wil l l ikely be a renewed em phasis 

on sending foreign recruits to L ibya."
7/4/2016

?The Iraqi government cannot guarantee its long-term 
stability as long as Sunni populations do not feel protected or 

represented by their government and are possibly more 
inclined to welcome extremist ideology,?

7/22/2016

Jessica Lewis 
M cFate

Director of Tradecraft 
and Innovation

?ISIS, at i ts core, is st i l l  in m y view an I raqi m il i tary 
organizat ion that has an outsized global network.? 

7/5/2016

"T he Islam ic 
State?s strategy is 

both local and 
global. "

7/11/2016

?I expect that ISIS has extremely 
hardened defenses inside of 

Raqqa and M osul.? 
7/19/2016
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In the News

Chr istopher 
Kozak

Syria Analyst

"Com petit ion between m ili tant elem ents vying to lead 
the Southeast Asian pro- ISIS m ovem ent wil l  l ikely 

encourage increased j ihadist attacks in the shor t term , 
threatening urban areas and Western interests in the 

region." 

7/4/2016

"Taliban militants seek to degrade the AN SF, discourage 
foreign presence, and demonstrate the weakness of the 

unity government ?  They will achieve these objectives 
through increased insider attacks, assassination campaigns, 

and attacks against Western and diplomatic targets in 
Kabul City and beyond."

 7/6/2016

"In the immediate aftermath of the coup, President Erdogan is 
going to be directing the majority of his attention towards what 

we?re seeing now, which is a wide-ranging purge of major 
institutions of alleged coup supporters, and these include the 

major state institutions that have been the external arm of 
Turkish foreign policy, namely the Turkish armed forces and the 

Turkish Intelligence Organization (M IT). "

7/26/2016

 "T he Islam ic State?s attacks prove that, despite its recent losses, i t  
rem ains strong and capable of executing its global strategy to 
underm ine m odern states, expand as a caliphate, and spark an 

apocalypt ic war with the West." 

7/11/2016
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In the News
 ?The extent of Erdogan?s purge and his use of a 

counterterrorism justification demonstrate his intent to use 
the coup attempt as an excuse to transform the Turkish 
military into a source of personal power and eliminate 

sources of dissent in Turkey.? 

7/31/2016

"A par tnership with al-Qaeda could grant [Erdogan] 
a power ful proxy force to achieve national secur it y 

object ives without relying on the Turkish M ili tary.?
7/20/2016

?Russia is framing this offer in terms of counterterrorism and is proposing joint 
operations against both Jabhat al N usra and ISIS, but of course Russia?s current 

campaign does not actually make such distinctions. The issue on the table, 
therefore, is whether it?s possible for the U.S. to redirect Russia into an actual 

counterterrorism alliance in which Russia halts targeting of acceptable opposition 
groups.? 

7/13/2016

 "Par t of Russia's cur rent strategy 
is to a cam paign of inform ation 
war fare against the Balt ic States 

paired with polit ical pressure and 
m ili tary provocation.? 

7/6/2016

Franklin
H olcom b

Russia and Ukraine 
Research Assistant
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