In the News
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"ISIS is executing a
campaign to
encourage and then

also to direct and

resource attacks on
the West"

COUNTER-TERRORISM ANALYST
Harleen Gambhir

> »l o) 10394530 & o 3

"Al Qaeda is pursuing phased,
e gradual, and sophisticated
strategies that favor letting ISIS
attract the attention — and attacks
— of the West while it builds the
human infrastructure to support
and sustain major gains in the
future and for the long term."

\"A NBC News
NBC 5/2/2016
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VXp6r8wynU4

In the News

“The Iraqi military ceased to function as a

coherent force in 2014 under pressure from
ISIS.”

5/2/2016 FP

Kim Kagan "A hybrid enemy that can shapeshift from
President, ISW  a semi-conventional force into its roots as a
terrorist organization."

AP 5/12/2016

L
"This conflict will protract and there will be

winners and losers."

Agence France Presse
5/21/2016

“The actual creation of "Foreign
ISIS's wilayats or fighters are an
governorates was a much incredible
more intentional and asset for ISIS."
phased campaign.” SkyNews
Frontline "Secrets of the I.S. Files"
5/13/2016 5/3/2016
Harleen Gambhir "ISIS also has a more insidious campaign, which is its
Non- Resident campaign to polarize and destabilize the West"

] SkyN.
Counter-terrorism Fellow yNews
"Secrets of the 1.S. Files"

5/3/2016

WWW.UNDERSTANDINGWAR.ORG 2



http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/harleen-gambhir
http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/harleen-gambhir
http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/harleen-gambhir
http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/harleen-gambhir
http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/harleen-gambhir
http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/harleen-gambhir

In the News

On which countries are flying through
Syrian Airspace:

"I am 100 percent
certain we know who is

flying where."
Christopher Kozak The Herald
Syria Analyst 5/7/2016

"Weakening ability of the (Iraqi security
forces) to adequately and consistently protect
the greater Baghdad area. "

AP 5/12/2016

Patrick Martin  =——
g Analyt— "JSIS made a concerted effort

to ensure the city would be

’/ unlivable."

5/5/2016

"These explosive attacks will play a major factor in the ongoing
political dynamics in Baghdad and aggravate already tense relations
between the government and protesters, if the government fails to

guarantee basic security in the city."
@ 5/16/2016
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In the News

“In conventional war you can do certain
things to force people to surrender...But as
long as [Isis] have bullets they will fight. As

long as they have suicide vests they will fight.”

5/30/2016
THE DAILY FT

Christopher Harmer B[ AST
Non-Resident

"ISIS knows they can no

Senior Naval Analyst
longer have a strategy to
“If ISIS can expose the ISF [Iraqi territorial expansion. If
Security Force] as incompetent and ISIS can get off a
incapable of defending Baghdad,  spectacular attack, that is
there is no way they will be able to going to force Iraqi
lead an offensive against Mosul. security forces to be in a
The Daily Beast .
defensive posture not an
5/11/2016 : .
offensive one.
"With the force structure we have in The Daily Beast
place, we are vulnerable." 5/11/2016
0
"We are seeing the
"Because they blend in so well with the further fracturing of
population and are, for all practical purposes,  the population of the
indistinguishable from the population when Shiite militias."
using long-distance survelllancef technology, The Daily Beast
they can mass and attack at the time and place
5/17/2016

of its choosing."
5/4/2016 VQA
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In the News

"Meanwhile, through military and religious
training camps for children, it is indoctrinating
a new generation of fighters to wage a future
war against the West...we must abandon our
fixation on Isis and recognise Jabhat al-Nusra as
the bigger threat.”

Jet;ifer Cafella 5/5/2016 iﬁnEPENnENT

Syria Analyst

Evans Hanson Fellow  "The group already governs parts of Syria with a
form of religious law akin to that used by Isis.”

More of ISW in the News

Voice of America

>/2/2016 "The current political crisis
The V?jﬁ:ﬁ fom Free threatens the stability of Iraq
5/16/2016 in an unprecedented manner,
Voice of America and the crisis could see the
>/17/2016 government collapse.”
Stars and Stripes
5/20/2016 ISW Iraq Team
The Australian 5/22/2016
5/31/2016

WWW.UNDERSTANDINGWAR.ORG



http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/jennifer-cafarella-0
http://www.understandingwar.org/press-media/staff-bios/jennifer-cafarella-0
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.dailynewsx.com/news/business-news/here-are-all-the-places-russia-is-accused-of-bombing-since-agreeing-to-cease-hostilities-in-syria-50152.html
http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/news-wrap-obama-attributes-trumps-rise-to-obstructive-gop-leaks-identify-isis-fighters/
http://www.ibtimes.com/russian-european-airstrikes-against-isis-are-fanning-out-caliphate-north-africa-2216383

N\

INSTITUTE FOR THE

In the News

ISW Maps In The News

ISW Russian Airstrikes in Syria: February 29 - March 15, 2016
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Areas of control in Irag ahead of long-delayed battle for Mosul

Isis control Isis support Kurdish Peshmerga control
Area of
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o Kirkuk
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The Guardian
5/11/2016
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ISW  In the News

Battle for Syria

Byria’s shortage of its main staple wheat is worsening rapidly because the war has destroyed agricultural
nfrastructure and fractured state system that provides farmers with subsidised seeds and buys their crops.
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Irag’s control by faction
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