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In addition to ISW?s written products, our analysts are subject matter experts for the media 
on a constant basis. This new periodic publication collects these media appearances and use 

of our maps in one place.  You can also follow ISW on Twitter @TheStudyofWar. 

General Jack Keane
Chairman of ISW's Board

?T he Taliban is fight ing as an arm y. T hey 
are able to m ass in ways they haven?t 
before...T he threat is growing and 

m utat ing.?

K im berly K agan
President, ISW

"We have the foundations of a regional, i f not a 
global, j ihad again in Afghanistan...T he world 

watched Isis transform  itself from  a sm all ter ror ist 
organizat ion based in M osul into an arm y that 
could seize ter r itory and hold it . We are now 

watching the Taliban m etastasise and we should 
be extrem ely worr ied; we should be taking steps 

now to stop Afghanistan following the sam e 
course as I raq.? 
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Chr istopher H arm er
Senior Naval Analyst

What would be a quagm ire for us would be a walk in 
the park to them ...T here are going to be som e 

Russians ki l led. But i t?s not going to be Afghanistan, 
where thousands of Russians were ki l led (dur ing the 

1979-1989 Soviet occupation).

McClatchy DC

10/02/15
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 "I  don't  look at any of these developm ents 
as a legacy, so m uch as the continuation of 

a war that the Am er ican public should 
understand wil l be m ult i-generat ional...I t  

took the U.S. 40 years to win the Cold War. 
T he war against radical ter ror ist 

organizat ions l ike the Taliban and ISIS wil l 
take at least that long"

The Los Angeles Times

10/16/15

?At som e point Russians wil l fly into 
I raq but i t  wil l  be window dressing to 
show they can do it ...I t  would purely 

be a m essaging str ike. I t  is not going to 
fundam entally alter the war.? 

The Daily Beast

10/22/15

The Daily Beast

10/27/2015

China would be happy to see Assad 
survive, sim ply to em barrass the 

U.S...Beij ing has been increasingly 
com m itted to the I ranian regim e, so 

they have a bit  of an adoptive 
relat ionship with Syr ia via I ran .

"T he Eastern Europeans have only 
been free of Soviet occupation for 25 
years...T hat m em ory is st i l l  fresh." 

The Los Angeles Times

10/02/15

"T his latest U.S. policy is a continuation 
of the extend-and-pretend policy. We 

continue to fiddle around the m argins."

The Los Angeles Times

10/31/2015
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Chr istopher Kozak
Syria Analyst

 "T he choice of targeting thus far has m ade it  clear that the 
Russian pr ior it y is...to bolster Assad's regim e," "

"T he m ain pr ior it y of the Russians is preserving the structures 
of the Syr ian regim e, the structures of the Syr ian state, to be 

their foothold in the M iddle East and to be their leverage point 
within the region.....I  think the only way the Russians see that 
m oving forward is i f Assad is in power. T hey don't  really see an 

alternative to that ." 

"T he regim e?s l ine has always been 
that Assad is the legit im ate ruler of 
Syr ia, and they wil l reasser t control 

over the country, and that the 
international com m unity should 

m ake a choice ?  it?s the Assad regim e 
or i t?s al-Qaeda and ISIS"

Business Insider

10/5/15
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T he Russian str ikes are direct ly targeting the 
m oderate opposit ion and dispropor t ionately 

focusing on these m ore m oderate FSA groups, 
Groups that are otherwise dist inguishable wil l 

be dr iven to these m ore hard l ine groups in 
order to seek m ore protect ion and in order to 

seek m ore suppor t 

The Australian

10/15/2015

"T he Syr ian regim e has not gained m uch 
ter rain in the first week of i ts large-scale 

ground offensive against rebel forces, 
despite suppor t from  intensified Russian 
airstr ikes and hundreds of I ranian proxy 

reinforcem ents"

Yahoo! News

10/19/15

Voice of America

10/02/15
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H arleen Gam bhir
Counter-terrorism Analyst

"T he Islam ic State here in L ibya is st i l l  young. I t  is in 
great need of every M uslim  who can com e, 

especially m edical, shar ia and adm inistrat ive 
personnel, in addit ion to fighters. ISIS has been 

recruit ing from  Tunisia, from  L ibya already...But 
the m ovem ent of a bunch of fighters from  Syr ia to 

L ibya would signify a m uch m ore intense effor t  
there.?

International Business Times

10/20/15 

Jennifer Cafarella
Syria Analyst, Evans Hanson Fellow

 "I  think it?s tem pting for a lot of 
Am er icans to see Russia?s entry into 

the Syr ian civi l war of relieving a sense 
of burden or requirem ent...T here?s a 
desire to see Russian involvem ent as 
som ething construct ive, but realit y is 

unfor tunately the opposite.? 

International Business Times

10/19/15

Patr ick M art in 
Iraq Analyst

 T he m ore the I ranian proxy m ili t ias 
succeed in Baij i  without an ISF 

breakthrough in Ram adi ?the m ore 
pressure there is on Abadi?.

The Economist

10/30/2015

"ISIS has provided a new m odel  for 
Jihadism  and a new m odel that wil l  

out last ISIS as an organizat ion.  T his 
propaganda cam paign is som ething that 

wil l  cer tainly be taken up."  

  Wilson Center
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ISW M aps in the N ews
In addition to our analysts' expertise, ISW's 
maps continue to be utilized by major news 

sources as a crucial visual complement to 
breaking news stories and cutting edge 

analysis. 
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Fox News
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Washington Post 
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The Atlantic
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C-SPAN - ISW Map

Senate Armed Services Committee

Afghanistan - 10/08/15
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Al-Ahram Weekly
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Reuters

10/21/2015

The Huffington Post

10/20/2015

The New York Times
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10/23/15
10/30/15

WWW.UNDERSTANDINGWAR.ORG 9

Layout by Casey Jaquez.

http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/Home/News/13557/21/What-Obama-won't-admit.aspx
http://weekly.ahram.org.eg/Home/News/13557/21/What-Obama-won't-admit.aspx
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/james-dorsey/the-middle-east-and-north_b_7609718.html
http://www.voanews.com/content/as-is-expands-should-us-deepend-its-military-involvement/2836831.html
http://ca.reuters.com/article/news/topNews/idCAKCN0SF24L20151021?sp=true
http://www.voanews.com/content/as-is-expands-should-us-deepend-its-military-involvement/2836831.html
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/10/16/world/middleeast/untangling-the-overlapping-conflicts-in-the-syrian-war.html?_r=1
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/10/16/world/middleeast/untangling-the-overlapping-conflicts-in-the-syrian-war.html?_r=1
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/10/16/world/middleeast/untangling-the-overlapping-conflicts-in-the-syrian-war.html?_r=1
http://www.nytimes.com/interactive/2015/10/16/world/middleeast/untangling-the-overlapping-conflicts-in-the-syrian-war.html?_r=1
https://www.facebook.com/InstitutefortheStudyofWar
http://twitter.com/thestudyofwar
https://www.linkedin.com/company/institute-for-the-study-of-war
http://www.cnn.com/2015/10/30/politics/syria-troops-special-operations-forces/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2015/10/01/middleeast/syria-russia-war-in-graphics/index.html
http://www.cnn.com/2015/10/01/middleeast/syria-russia-war-in-graphics/index.html



