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Key Takeaways:  

• Russia continues preparations to deport tens of thousands of Ukrainian children 

to summer camps across occupied Ukraine and Russia, including to areas of 

Crimea that are unsafe. 

• Russia is systematically torturing Ukrainian prisoners of war (POWs) and civilians 

held in Russian detention. 

• Kremlin-linked and federally-funded youth organizations and educational 

initiatives continue to facilitate the indoctrination of Ukrainian children. 

• Russia is installing Russian veterans of the war in Ukraine in occupation 

administrations as part of a wider initiative to militarize occupied Ukraine and 

strengthen Russian governance over occupied areas. 

• The wife of a deceased Kherson Oblast occupation deputy launched a youth 

program aimed at encouraging high birth rates and Russian family values in 

occupied Kherson Oblast. 

Russia continues preparations to deport tens of thousands of Ukrainian children to 

summer camps across occupied Ukraine and Russia, including to areas of Crimea that 

are unsafe. The Kherson Oblast occupation administration reported on April 28 that it plans to send 

600 children from occupied Henichesk Raion to summer camps in the Adygea Republic throughout 

Summer 2025 for “recreation and rest.”[1] ISW previously observed reports of children from occupied 

Kherson Oblast, specifically from occupied Henichesk Raion, arriving at the Lan and Gornyi children’s 

camps in Kamennomostskii, Adygea Republic between 2022-2024, suggesting that these camps may 

have agreements with Kherson Oblast occupation authorities.[2] Kamennomostkskii is nearly 500km 

from occupied Henichesk. The Adygean Ministry of Labor previously claimed that Ukrainian children 

will experience “culture and the way of life of our Motherland” while at summer camps in Adygea—

strongly emphasizing the fact that Russia uses such summer camps to indoctrinate Ukrainian children 

and propagate pro-Russian values.[3] Russian First Deputy Education Minister Alexander Bugayev 

stated on April 27 that about 53,000 Ukrainian children will “spend their summer holidays” at Russian 

summer camps throughout occupied Ukraine and the Russian Federation, likely including camps in 

Adygea Republic.[4] Summer camps on the coastline in occupied Crimea are likely to be physically 

unsafe for children, however, due to the lasting results of a December 2024 crash of Russian oil tankers 

in the Kerch Strait.[5] Crimea occupation head Sergei Aksyonov recently claimed that over 23,000 

children from occupied Ukraine and Russia will attend over 380 summer camps in occupied Crimea in 
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Summer 2025, despite concerns from Russian activists about persistent fuel contamination of beaches, 

including those near children’s camps.[6] The deportation of Ukrainian children to Russia under the 

guise of participation in summer camps, regardless of the duration of their stay, is likely a violation of 

international law.[7] Russia, as the occupying power, is furthermore required to safeguard the health 

of occupied populations (particularly vulnerable populations such as children) and will be in violation 

of this responsibility if it sends children to unsafe areas that could pose health risks to children.[8]  

 

Russia is systematically torturing Ukrainian prisoners of war (POWs) and civilians held 

in Russian detention. The Ukrainian Media Initiative for Human Rights (MIHR) published a report 

on April 29 detailing how Russia has used Soviet-era torture practices, including beatings, humiliation, 

electric shocks, and dog attacks, against Ukrainian POWs and civilian prisoners.[9] MIHR based the 

report on the testimonies of 138 freed Ukrainian POWs who the Russians detained in 2022-2025. The 

report notably coheres with a UN Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights (UN OHCHR) 

assessment from October 2024 that assessed that Russian authorities have subjected Ukrainian POWs 

to torture, ill-treatment, and inhumane conditions “in a widespread and systematic manner.”[10] The 

UN OHCHR report also noted that it is highly likely that the Russian military command is aware of the 

treatment of Ukrainian POWs and that Russian state entities may be coordinating the use of torture. 

UN High Commissioner on Human Rights Volker Türk noted that there is significant coordination on 

the poor treatment of the POWs and prisoners among various Russian entities, specifically the Russian 

Federal Security Service (FSB) and the Russian Federal Penitentiary Service (FSIN).[11] Russia’s abuse 

of Ukrainians in detention is notably not exclusive to POWs. The Ukrainian Ombudsman’s Office 

confirmed on April 28 that Russia is illegally detaining almost 16,000 civilians in occupied territories 

and at least 1,800 civilians in Russia, and it is likely that Russian agents are torturing many of these 

detainees.[12] Russia recently returned the body of Ukrainian journalist Viktoriya Roshchyna, whom 

Russia detained while she was investigating Russian detention centers in occupied Ukraine, with 

“extensive damage to the coronary arteries” and missing organs, a sign that Russian authorities were 

trying to obfuscate evidence of torture.[13]  

 

Kremlin-linked and federally funded youth organizations and educational initiatives 

continue to facilitate the indoctrination of Ukrainian children. Teenage participants of the 

“Movement of the First” youth activism organization from Podove, occupied Kherson Oblast, visited 

Grozny, Chechyna on April 28 as part of the “More than a Journey” program.[14] The visit included 

memorial activities to commemorate the Chechen War and Akhmat Kadyrov, the father of the current 

Chechen Republic Head Ramzan Kadyrov. The Russian “Youth and Children” project, which Russian 

President Vladimir Putin created in 2024, oversees and implements the “More than a Journey” 

program.[15] “Russian opposition outlet Mozhem Obyasnit published an investigation on April 22 that 

found that the “Youth and Children” project will provide Yunarmia (the Russian Young Cadets National 

Movement) with 800 million rubles in subsidies (nearly $10 million) in 2025, dispersed via the 

“Movement of the First” organization.[16] Mozhem Obyasnit also found that Yunarmia will receive 1 

billion rubles ($12 million) in funding in 2025, the most it has received since the beginning of Russia’s 

invasion of Ukraine.[17] The scale of Russian federal investment in militarization programs is 

noteworthy—all of these Russian organizations have active presences in Russia as well as in occupied 

Ukraine and militarize adolescents to prepare them for long-term service to the Russian state.[18] 

Russia uses these programs in occupied Ukraine to generate multi-generational buy-in for Russian rule 
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via curated military-patriotic indoctrination projects.[19] 

 

Russia is installing Russian veterans of the war in Ukraine in occupation administrations 

as part of a wider initiative to militarize occupied Ukraine and strengthen Russian 

governance over occupied areas. Kherson Oblast occupation head Vladimir Saldo stated on April 

30 that 680 Russian veterans of the war in Ukraine passed the first stage of testing for state and 

municipal service in the Kherson Oblast occupation administration via the “Heroes of Kherson” 

program.[20] The 680 candidates will undergo another round of testing, after which the top 10 scorers 

will receive jobs in the Kherson Oblast occupation administration, and the remaining portion will be 

placed in the personnel reserve. Saldo initially launched the “Heroes of Kherson” project in February 

2025 as an oblast-level analogue to Putin’s “Time of Heroes” project, which aims to install veterans of 

the war in Ukraine in various Russian government positions.[21] Similar selection processes are 

ongoing in occupied Luhansk Oblast through the “Heroes of Luhansk” program, as ISW recently 

reported.[22] The installation of Russian veterans who are loyal to the Kremlin into occupation 

administrations in Ukraine will further militarize occupied Ukraine and additionally strengthen the 

Kremlin’s control over local governance. 

 

The wife of a deceased Kherson Oblast occupation deputy launched a youth program 

aimed at encouraging high birth rates and Russian family values in occupied Kherson 

Oblast. Oksana Stremousova, the wife of Kirill Stremousov, a Kherson Oblast occupation deputy who 

died in a reported car crash in November 2022, launched the “Family Traditions Workshop” program 

in occupied Kherson Oblast on April 29.[23] Stremousova’s project is “aimed at promoting family 

values and large families” by engaging with high school students in occupied Kherson Oblast.[24] 

Stremousova’s focus on encouraging Ukrainian teenagers to plan on having large families aligns with 

other efforts on the part of the Russian occupation administration to stimulate population growth in 

occupied Ukraine.[25] Stremousova’s program also seeks to teach Ukrainian teenagers about Russian 

traditions and norms for family life, thereby acting as another tool of Russification in occupied Ukraine. 

Stremousova appears to be advocating for the creation of a pro-Russian society in occupied Kherson 

Oblast in which Ukrainian girls grow up to be mothers who focus on raising several children to be loyal 

to Russia, and where boys grow up to serve the Russian state either militarily or politically.[26] 

 

 

[1] https://t.me/VGA_Kherson/30251 

[2] https://www.herson.kp dot ru/online/news/5322360/; https://t.me/muratkumpilov/5167; 

https://sovetskaya-adygeya dot ru/2023/05/31/v-adygeju-priehali-345-detej-iz-hersonskoj-oblasti/ ; 

https://dzen dot ru/b/YvI-Qp15AXPKS6I7; https://ria dot ru/20220815/kumpilov-

1809679872.html; https://www.mk-herson dot ru/social/2024/01/24/adygeya-zhdet-letom-detey-iz-

podshefnogo-genicheska.htm 

[3] https://dzen dot ru/b/YvI-Qp15AXPKS6I7 
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[4] https://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-occupation-update-april-28-2025; 

https://tass dot ru/obschestvo/23795241 

[5] https://ua.krymr dot com/a/news-krym-mazut-vlitku-vidkryyutsya-ponad-380-

taboriv/33389182.html; https://ua.krymr dot com/a/kerch-krym-kerchenska-protoka-katastrofa-

tankery-rf/33241559.html 

[6] https://ua.krymr dot com/a/news-krym-mazut-vlitku-vidkryyutsya-ponad-380-

taboriv/33389182.html; https://ua dot krymr.com/a/news-krym-aktyvist-zatrymannia-

mazut/33399149.html; https://khpg dot org/1608814617  

[7] https://files-profile.medicine.yale.edu/documents/8c54abb4-3c6d-4b5c-be05-727f612afccc 

[8] https://guide-humanitarian-law.org/content/article/3/occupied-territory/ 

[9] https://mipl.org dot ua/pravozahysnyky-dovely-shho-rosiya-katuye-ukrayinskyh-vijskovyh-tak-

samo-yak-cze-robyv-srsr/; https://mipl dot org.ua/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/tehnologiyi-

teroru.pdf 

[10] https://www.ohchr.org/sites/default/files/documents/countries/ukraine/2024/Ukraine-

OHCHR-40th-periodic-report.pdf 

[11] https://news.un.org/en/story/2024/10/1155491 

[12] https://zmina dot info/news/rosiya-nezakonno-utrymuye-v-nevoli-ponad-1800-czyvilnyh-

brancziv-ofis-ombudsmana/; 

https://www.facebook.com/office.ombudsman.ua/posts/pfbid0xeGvNP54s2SpMztB1tZ8H9KBPPRq

buVSerL7nVqZETDGJGnCr5RPGBa5b1ft8zijl 

[13] https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/interactive/2025/russia-detention-ukraine-civilians-

occupation/; https://forbiddenstories dot org/russia-detainees-investigation-viktoriia-roshchyna/; 

https://storage.googleapis dot com/istories/en/stories/2025/04/29/viktoriia-project/index.html 

[14] https://t.me/VGA_Kherson/30235 

[15] https://t.me/mozhemobyasnit/20442 

[16] https://t.me/mozhemobyasnit/20442; https://t.me/meduzalive/125168 

[17] https://t.me/mozhemobyasnit/20442 

[18] https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/24-210-

01%20ISW%20Occupation%20playbook.pdf; https://www.rferl.org/a/russia-prepares-children-

occupied-ukraine-war/33217789.html 

[19] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-occupation-update-march-31-2025; 

https://isw.pub/RussianOccupationUpdate041025; 

[20] https://tass dot ru/obschestvo/23826123?ysclid=ma40072r3l788291288 
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[21] https://herson.er dot ru/activity/news/v-hersonskoj-oblasti-zapustili-regionalnuyu-programmu-

geroi-hersonshiny-analog-federalnogo-vremeni-geroev 

[22] https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-force-generation-and-technological-

adaptations-update-april-23-2025 

[23] https://rsv dot ru/news/1/7925/?ysclid=ma3zb4nfe9405395697; https://khogov dot 

ru/news/vypusknicza-prezidentskoj-platformy-rsv-oksana-stremousova-vozrozhdaet-tradicziyu-

mnogodetnyh-semej-v-hersonskoj-oblasti/?ysclid=ma3zchb6aa297865242; https://vk dot com/wall-

214735863_3278?ysclid=ma3zj8jrm5887851316; https://xonews dot ru/news/mnogodetnaja-mat-iz-

hersonskoj-oblasti-zapustila-proekt-po-podderzhke/?ysclid=ma3zjap5r8382619424; 

https://t.me/rian_ru/184872; https://t.me/SALDO_VGA/204; 

https://t.me/Stremousov_Kirill/700; https://www.understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-

offensive-campaign-assessment-november-9 

[24] https://khogov dot ru/news/vypusknicza-prezidentskoj-platformy-rsv-oksana-stremousova-

vozrozhdaet-tradicziyu-mnogodetnyh-semej-v-hersonskoj-oblasti/?ysclid=ma3zchb6aa297865242 

[25] https://understandingwar.org/backgrounder/russian-occupation-update-april-14-2025; 

https://www.understandingwar.org/sites/default/files/24-210-

01%20ISW%20Occupation%20playbook.pdf 

[26] https://ipc.org dot ua/uk/2025/04/druzhyna-pokijnogo-kolabornata-stremousova-agituye-

shkolyariv-livoberezhzhya-hersonshhyny-stavaty-bagatoditnymy-batkamy/; https://rsv dot 

ru/news/1/7925/?ysclid=ma3zb4nfe9405395697; https://khogov dot ru/news/vypusknicza-

prezidentskoj-platformy-rsv-oksana-stremousova-vozrozhdaet-tradicziyu-mnogodetnyh-semej-v-

hersonskoj-oblasti/?ysclid=ma3zchb6aa297865242; https://vk dot com/wall-

214735863_3278?ysclid=ma3zj8jrm5887851316; https://xonews dot ru/news/mnogodetnaja-mat-iz-

hersonskoj-oblasti-zapustila-proekt-po-podderzhke/?ysclid=ma3zjap5r8382619424 

 


