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Anti-regime protests are occurring almost exclusively in Suwayda Province and are very unlikely to
endanger the stability of the Syrian regime. Anti-regime protests outside of Suwayda Province declined
for the third consecutive week and almost entirely stopped between September 12 to 18. Friday protest
turnoutin Suwaydaon September15grew to the largest since the start of the movement two days after
pro-regime forces fired on demonstrators.! Organizers in rural Suwayda have further improved their
coordination, with small towns taking turns to host large evening demonstrations this week.?

e ISW recorded 50 protestsin Suwayda Province from September 12 to 18.3 The only protest that
occurred outside of the province took place in rebel-held Idlib.* ISW did not record any anti-
regime protests in Daraa Province, which is a decrease from nine during the previous week.> The
protest groups that organized anti-regime social media campaigns across the country were also
less active, compared to a month ago.®

e Pro-regime forces fired at and injured three protesters at the Baath party headquarters in
Suwayda City on September 13.7 The attack is the first well-documented instance of pro-regime
forces using violence against protesters in Suwayda since the protests erupted in mid-August
2023. The protesters and community leaders blamed both the Baath party and Iranian-backed
militias for the crackdown, but the location of fire indicates the shooters were Baath party
guards.®

e The protestors in Suwayda Province directed their chants and actions at the Baath party and
pro-regime militias since the September 13 crackdown.® Demonstrators wrote anti-Baathist
graffiti on a school, closed most Baath Party headquarters in Suwayda Province, and destroyed
images of Bashar al Assad.! Protestors have also replaced Baathist iconography with pre-
Baathist leaders and symbols.!

The Syrian regime is taking steps to disrupt and degrade the protests in Suwayda and is unlikely to
initiate a widespread crackdown during the nextfew weeks. The Syrian regime has used Druze leaders
and communities to discredit protesters in Suwayda Province by issuing statements and organizing pro-
regime rallies in other Druze-majority areas since early September.}? Regime forces removed many road
barriers and checkpoints across Syria, including in Suwayda Province, during the past week.!? Syrian
President Bashar al Assad and state media have not acknowledged the protests. This indicates the
regime does not see the protest as an imminent threat that requires a strong security response.

e The Syrian regime attempted to divert the movement by creating a new parallel Druze spiritual
council on September 4 that excludes pro-movement sheikhs.'* A group of demonstrators in
Suwayda announced their political allegiance to the head Druze sheikh in Suwayda on
September 12, despite Assad’s efforts to create the new body.?® Druze leaders in Lebanon and
Israel have also come to the defense of the Suwayda Druze leaders in the past week.®
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Anti-Regime Protest Activity in Syria

September 5-September 11, 2023

Anti-Regime Protest Activity in Syria
September 12-September 18, 2023
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Anti-regime protests declined in span from September 12 to 18 compared to the previous week. Protests are almost exclusively occurring in

Suwayda Province.
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Endnotes
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09HXqCqiZefRnJ1cuohmjlGFOMIOd61bPMGMKIMN7G70dtdbN4ICHhflkvOIUF5JZpWITF_OrV41sY& _tn__ =%2C0%2CP-R

3 |SW data available on request.

4 https://youtu.be/LHV1R4y9-mM?si=2V1Lxlct_2QBWmOr ;
https://www.facebook.com/permalink.php?story_fbid=pfbidOhZH8 60tG5 uzpkZ1HB839 TBAFVGW LXRRR]j5fry4zkt9xv3TrzidVrtGZTDDaPfrZS| &id=
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DImW7xJgNsyNFNulh34QpEauiqujwTGOM9a2Bx5 MN1vOGGzRf)d 77 FVNLCB5 Hwpc2 HCW4jcfOwD1EI1 2GVM6yLfokgb AW FEyV3 EzpgF5Tkm Swv)
UKhrnGnfwsQhubHOSUgO2EbPT4pF4AWo&__tn__=%2C0%2CP-R
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biAIGNYe DptCztzt9Xti191a9EG8ebbjBWVhpXWDKhM0asMrHpB8_cLBM8mdmw&__tn__=%2C0%2CP-R

; https://www.syriahr.com/en/310039/;
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__cft__[0]=AZXwonkq5XbrlbbcdtqdK80zKN5SDFS1Zu_WQ5tFQlyTMb15ZEmuHLUMHUEG6WVLDhhOQMTI mgYn5NZf1686N1_LiQVFBjOxisM4L
EHyV4JfixmnTErEj8SxcTW-XLuKM8ZzSEIv8mRtnG1E5Mej_6xmU9sagv5K6lueBPzZFFQaXnQig74553Eenj-4_2WEDSGE& __tn__=%2C0%2CP-R
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%d9%81%d9%8a-%d9%85%d8%b8%d8%a7/678107/;
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_cft__[0]=AZUGY500Xg9cOWOWYy8r15 EN9jpk-volm45TcLOB31g290QAWBj1I1ZMPEK6pYHKFSEDN2R]IXIR1Ich-E40E-nfX31koWq-
30bkPY2msFkQgkHHVImW6gsOwloxpj8DendcTX7ZUOVM_Pa7SwLQAYXZP7cqOsk-53XsZMQ8dYIM3XRQ&__tn__=%2C0%2CP-R;
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GM3iGCNzFvftMw0D3eMS2YuSNWZSmTOh8U-O00I06LoHBW29hv0Yz7h4Rn3kHV2QgssMUncW2wYAb _kjppm_tXEM& __tn__ =%2C0%2CP-R;
https://www.facebook.com/HoranFree Media/posts/pfbid0209dQ5JaAzY) zZAAYK1P3Tv3 GjgmVyoUdjITbkmp3AuRDe 5794CWcHVBKxX7 zd p7 cedI?_
_cft__[0]=AZU6zuGfcLwgDyT7cci6pNKgXByR5nRjMLz6th4V-HTswiVadcERIe20Qedlzcq7no-
des3nesHxda7FTbxeagEKqrToLra8q40128e3CBal1EB8NBV6yt)7zt6wFc)_Ss-7BBIBRZNNhkVP_H9dxoGO8RxcjjM-wTAwe3e8Rspl-
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6 https://www.facebook.com/10th.Of. August.M

7 https://www.facebook.com/Suwayda24/posts/pfbid02NLneEtdpxrVN5owYjB2fpxXevPrBjXEiLx6ttjTXAtQVKbVkX6Hh5brnagUogPMgql ;
https://www.facebook.com/Suwayda24/posts/pfbidOEaBrFuVswTjzW373EkyQCBRZHRbJeGeehnGH4RrvN7LDUwnyuRNFTgdH6GFKNjW 3|
8 https://www.syria.tv/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%87%D8%AC%D8%B1%DI%8A-%D9%8A%D8%BI%D9%84%D9%91%D9%82 -
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9 https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=996431751577025
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